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dui? In In Tygarts Valley, Randolph Uumme 
county, below the mouth of the con-1 Mounti 
slderable creek called Elkwater, for I 15; at 
the purpose of holding the confeder-1 24; am 
ates from marching into the north-1 ber 20 
western part of West Virginia, and I e. Let 
the confederates were entrenched ou 1 fined ' 
Middle Mountain to held the federal I the tli 
army from marching through Mar-1 At • 
linton, Huntersville, and Warm! Virgii 
Springs, and taking possession of the I advisi 
Virginia Central Railroad at Mill-lfederi 
boro. That is the reason that both I gust ! 
armies were content to face eachjeron, 
otiier for eighs weeks during the sake t 
summer months of 1861. eral t 

Robert E. Lee to the end of the be wl 
war shone more as a defensive strate- confe 
gist .than he did in ids offensive on tl: 
movements. In this he was the an and 1 
tlthesis of Stonewall Jackson who not % 
came down on them like a wolf in I Gods 
the fold. Note Lee’s failure in the I mucl 
Gettysburg campaign. was 

The federal forces were Hushed road 
with the victories of Philippi, Rich watt 
Mountain and Garrick’s Ford. Me- purf 
(Jiellan had won these aud it made Ai 
him commander in chief, so he went teiul 
to Washington tv take charge of the* a bu 
far Hung hallloltnus, ami left Genera! July 
Reynolds to make a fortified camp at wrot 
Klkwater, while General Rosier a ns rein 




minimum huh uarrica s I'ora. ivio -1 purpose. 
Clellan IihiI won these ami it made I And ah< 
lilio commander In chief, so lie went I fender wa 
to Washington ty take charge of the I a bushwh 
far tinner liattlelines, and left General I .July 19, 1 
Reynolds to make a fortified camp at I wrote to 
Elkwater, while General Rosecrans I recruited 
marched on to Kanawha. I of one hi 

The road from Marlinton to Elk-1 that as a 
water, now called the Seneca Trail is I he had a 
almost due north and south. From I of their 
Marlinton it is more or less up hill I might re 
for seven miles until it tops Elk eighty i 
Mountain. Then it descends a short tne cout 
distance to the upper waters of Elk I enemy f 
River and follows the Old Field Fork I So the 
down for about nine miles to the passes a 
forks, crossing Slaty Fork near its ing the 
mouth, there to the Big Spring of Elk I part of 
Fork. The pike follows this stream, camp a 
to the postoffice Linwood, four miles, oies fro 
and then continues north aseendiug uniforn 
Middle Mountain two miles, then 1 the con 
across ahead of a hollow about a Valiev 
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erates won a big battle at bull Run 


and convinced the north that there 


was serious trouble ahead. 


McClelland was ordered to leave 


pass 

honb 


soutl 


and 


manj 

back 


someone in command in the moun- aged 


tains and get the war going again. 


is lef 


He arranged to hold the coufeder- foun< 


ates back. The immense siza of the lost 


dltcl 


throi 


be noticed 


So it is 


to 


order to 


not 
the etl'ect 


surprising 

that 


of tin 


the p 


this 



* • 


n 



to to tie an extra big barrier, 
ttie one on Cheat mountain 


A 4 I 




| l. . 


* 1 


camp 

such 

i 


m 9 




and convinced the north that there lane 




was serious trouble ahead. 
McClelland was ordered 


to leave 


some one in command in the moun 


tains and get the war going again. 


lie arranged to hold the confeder¬ 


ates back. The immense siza of the 


ditch and bank at Elk water is still to 


be noticed. So it is not surprising 


to find an order to the effect that 


Kanawha Valiev. 
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That is evidence enough that the Tf 


fcderals did not propose to advance to) 


any farther into the enemy’s country eai 


that summer but would hold what of 


they had won in the northern part of by 


West Virginia and concentrate on in 


driving Wise and Floyd out of the bin 


fre 


Reynolds made the fort at Elkwa- thi 
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Indiana regiment, made the one at am 


Cheat Summit generally referred to coi 


as nVhlte Top, where a man by the an< 


name of White lived. The Cheat we 
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ter, and Kimball of the Fonrteenth aboi 


Indiana regiment, made the one at and 


Cheat Summit generally referred to coni 


rs White Top, where a man by the 
name of White lived. The Cheat 


and 


Summit camp was on the Staunton 


ville, gradually leaving the pike from 


cut seven miles long between the two 


places. The wagon roads around by 


ered a distance of eighteen miles. 


about the 13th or 14th of July. The 


first troops of the confederates to 


arrive at Middle Mountain were the 


Hath Cavalry on July 28th, followed 


by Col. Stephen Lee, with the Sixth 


N r,rth Carolina regiment. The plan 


of fortifying 


Valley Mountain and 
Middle Mountain was the result 
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attorney of Huntersville, who fur 


a map of the country, and 
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first troops of the confederates to 


arrive at Middle Mountain were the 


Hath Cavalry on July 28th, followed 


by Col. Stephen Lee, with the Sixth 


North Carolina regiment. The plan 


of fortifying Valley Mountain and 


Middle Monntain was the result of a 


report made by William Skeen, an 


attorney of Huntersville, who fur¬ 


nished a map of the country, and 


who pointed out that the Vir¬ 


ginia Central Hailway was exposed to 


an attack at Millboro as much as it 


was at Staunton’ and that the dis 


tance by turnpike much less than to 


Staunton. 


In the meantime troops had beeD 


pouring into Staunton from all over 


the south and had been routed by 


way of Monterey on the Staunton 


and Parkersburg pike. The informa¬ 


tion furnished by Skeen was seized 


upon immediately by Robert E. Lee 


at Hlchmond, and he had a good deal 


of trouble getting the officers at 



uton to cease to send troops by 


ey and to detrain them 
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tion furnished by Skeen was seized 
upon immediately by Robert K. Lee 
at Richmond, and he had a good deal 
of trouble getting the olllcers at 
Staunton to cease to send troops by 
Monterey and to detrain them at 
Millboro. PI is preemptory orders 
finally resulted in long columns of 
men being marched by the southern 
route by Warm Springs, Huntersville, 
Marlinton and Edray. William 
Skeen was a prominent man in the 
history of Pocahontas counuy. He 
had been clerk of the courts before 
the war, and then practised law. He 
was noted for his fine penmanship 
and his flights of oratory. The Com¬ 
monwealth was referred to by him as 
the “virgin daughter of a virgin 
queen,” and he was fighting for the 
idea of states’ rights. 

These troops gathered at Mon-; 






terey, Bartow, Huntersville, and place whlc' 
Marlinton, were called the North* Supply poin 
western Army, and General Loring tain Pass t» 
j was placed in command of this army mit at the 
In an order fron General Lee dated Mountain, 
July 20th. This was the ofileer who afternoon 
l ad outranked Robert E. Lee but I with this n 
who took his orders from Lee. But On the 1 
| it was not long until Lee himself ley Mounts 
came to the mountains and took over half way i 
ti e command. He arrived at Valley tain camp 
Mountain August 8th, and from that town of 
time to September 14th, that was point that 
Headquarters of the Forces, that the Polnl 
tit. e traveling with Lee from Rich Seneca T 
xond to the Big Spring. had been 

Here Is a list of the headquarters guard at t 
in West Virginia during the wet I The cot 
sunjODtr of 1801. Lee was at Valley I »bout 
M untairi from August s to August after a ba 
I * at Meadow BlulT on September i \ 

-1 and at Sewell Mountain, on Oato *, K } [j t 
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Headquarters of the Forces, that 
title traveling with Lee from Rich 
mond to the Big Spring. 

Here is a list of the headquarters 
in West Virginia during the wet 
summer of 1861. Lee was at V ahey 
Mountain from August 8 to August 
15; at Meadow Bluff on September 
24; and at Sewell Mountain, on Octo 
ber 20. During 1861, all of Robert 
E. Lee’s activities in camp were con 
fined to West Virginia, the rest of 
the time being spent at Richmond. 

At Clarksburg was another West 
Virginia lawyer who was willing to 
advise the war department from the 
federal side, John S. Carlile. on Au 
gust 15, 1861, wrote to Simeon Cam 
eron, secretary of war, for God’s 
sake to send more troops and a gen¬ 
eral to command them or they would 
be whipped in ten days. That four 
confederate armies were marching 
on the northwest by Mingo Flats, 
and that the Mingo Flats road was 
not guarded. Here was the original 
Godsaker about whom we heard so 
much about in the World War. He 
was mistaken about the Mingo Flats 
road not being guarded for the Elk- 
water fort was there for that 

purpoae. 
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And about this time anothej 
fender was brought to light, 
a bushwhacker. By a letbtr^^^H 

July 19, 1861, General FI. R. Jackson 
wrote to headquarters that he had 
recruited home guards to the number 
of one hundred and eighty men, and 
that as all of them had corn to work, 
he had agreed that if they left eighty 
of their best riflemen that the rest 
might return to their crops, 
eighty riflemen 
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and were captured. The number of 
confederate soldiers on the pike west 
and in the rear of the confederates 


heat were estimated by the federal officers 




to be twenty-five hundred men. They 
took the horses and men and disap 


ons- peared in thick forest. 


From this time on the skirmishing 
in the big forests of Cheat assumed 


ater the character 


big forests 
aracter of 


Indian 


^ I Later in the day a company 
diana troops caught sight of 
confederates four miles west 


fighting, 
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by camp at the summit and had a battle 


with them, the federal troops remain 
Ing in the road and the confederates 
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company of In¬ 
troops caught sight of some 
confederates four miles west of the 
camp at the summit and had a battle 
with them, the federal troops remain 
ing in the road and the confederates 
disappearing in the timber. 

It now appears that these Indiana 
troops had been camped in the dense 


for full two months and the 
young soldiers had nothing 
to do than to become thor* 
and" I ou £ hl y acquainted with the wonders 


Sixth 

plan 


spruce 

active 

better 


of a 

i, an 
fur- 
and 


of such a wilderness. Few of them 
had ever seen a mountain or a forest 
of any great extent before. They had 
roamed in the mountains hunting 



Yl and fishing and having as good a time 
l( j ^ as they could under the circum- 

stances, and in the battle in the 
d l s woods they had the soldiers who had 
^ come from Arkansas and other south¬ 
ern states at a great disadvantage 
The object of the confederate flank¬ 
ing movement w»s to get in behind 
the Summit camp and take another 
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Supply point known as Cheat Moun¬ 
tain Pass ten miles west of the sum¬ 
mit at the northern base of Cheat 
Mountain, and the skirmish in the 
afternoon of the 12th, interfered 

with this movement. 

On the 12th the big army on Val¬ 
iev Mountain moved forward. About 
half way between the Valley Moun- 
tain camp and Elkwater fort, is the 
town of Valley Head. This is the 



tain camp and Elkwater fort, is the 
town of Valley Head. This is the 
point that the Webster county road, 
the Point Mountain pike, joins the 
Seneca Trail and the federal forces 
had been maintaining an advance 
guard at that point. 
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• • « 


over a 


ountry like a band of sheep 


was 
of ( 


that had lost their shepherd. It was 

in bad weather ami 


b 


the second night 


A 


there was no way to form a cohesive 


force out of them. In the meantime 


the 


those Indiana boys who had been 



loafing there all summer and proba¬ 


bly knew every trout up there by its 


we 


given name, were ready to harry the 


strangers out of there, and at break 


of day, 



Friday, the Thirteenth, 


/ 


they commenced to hunt the confed 


erates. About this time some con¬ 


federates appeared on the pike about 


a mile east of the summit and sur 


rounded a picket post and a lieuten¬ 


ant and a private of the federals were 


killed 


nu 


Learning that a whip chase was ore 


underway to the west and that 



confederates 



were working out 

da the Greenbrier River, with the 

tilio corn- 



sold tors east over tl 


t 


m 

pike and had 


them line Cheat 

a _ hn I f I u 


River 


vv 


l l 


S 




oomeneraies were working out to¬ 
wards the Greenbrier River, with the 


















p and 
iCoun- 
sum- 
Cheat 
n the 

fered 


Val- 

bout 

oun- 

s the 
t the 
oad, 
the 


trees 

ince 


oint 

%0'i 


oad 

i»ck 


oca 

the 

red, 

tied 


>un- 

►ken 


an) 



back to Camp r m Jupball says ' 
that the result of v * 
confederate ranks w Mat the woods 

KW, coats,' tf \»d other 

articles abandoned uJa enemy. 

Not if this is true Tjs not to be 

wondered that Lee { wed in v» ln for 

his proud regiments T come stepping 

up the broad fields of Ty?* rt ’ 8 Val ‘ 
ley, with flags ttyi n ^ , n( j drums beat 
ing, to take the federal* in the rear, 
while he marched his victorious 
legions down the valley to storm the 
federal works and tal e West Virgin 


ia into the confederacy. 



It is no wonder than Col. John A.. J 
Washington rode dovmj by the mouth 
of Elkwater with a mad of men, to 
L>et around the bend s o that he could 


. >lumns 


lug up the river to support the at¬ 


tack 


And 


0 ventured 

•Cation s,i 


army that he 

nearer and lie a rut d"1 

COlll-t I»»' 

eiiH 


that he 

aear.-h, U(ltll| 

shot and killed 


SI' 


* thorough 

that ‘i—ii 




(Sol. Rust 



out of 



w 


lliMiil. 












W M * 


0 


•Jl 




11 


wiuio no tnarov 
legions down the ^ 


federal works 



& 


.lor® 


the 


VirR in 


f 


ta Into the confer 

lb is no wonder^H',* i John 
Washington rod e r) U,k,; „ th® 113011 V’ I 
of Elkwater with J ° Wa D 'h of o 300, i 

get around the bend "' 4 °fhftt he i could 

ing up the river ? Ca Kort the at ’ 

tack. And that nV^eeW 9 Uf h 
army that he sh !»ve ventured 

nearer and nearer tl f O rtifi 0ftt ‘ on so 

that he could ffilk ‘ a thorough 

search, until so C | 0 that he vvas 
shot and killed. ?v3H 


A. 


0 


search, 


a thorough 

hat he w as i 




Col. Rust was order 

mountain with his c 


out of Cheat 




to Bartow 


jmmand to gee 


could and 


send a dispatch to Geaeral Loring by 


l i 


the “near way’ 5 , Lor ig was no doubt 

that clay at Valley Mountain. “Get 


I 


Mr. Arbogast to take the Plspatch, if i 


possible 


> > 


Probably . H. Arbogast, 

m m V I * 




whose plantation wn-. on the site of 


is desc r i b e d 


the 


the postmaster. 

In the meanth^ ° Q ®*jtoay, the 
lrteenth, Lee’ s uiiJ» fi* 1 dmvn 

t stream from ■ *» to » 

' * low do" 11 ^ Oi 

Va n L>)l. 


down 


low 




tt 


a 


o 












||0MK T 


the “near 


that <lay at V 


way” y c po doubt | 

t V.i.S" “Get| 


i r 00 v 


DOW. 

and 


)iir*f 

and 


the 


ed a 


tow 


s to 


>ion 


had 


and 




tout 





if 


Mr. Arbogast to t? * J 111 ’nisP* tC11 ’ “ I 

possible.” Proba^ fa, Arbogast, 

1; es,,eo; 


* 

whose 


the town of Durb; 

as the postmaste- 


0* 


In the 






meant. 

Thirteenth, Lee V W 
the stream from \ Zv 

Into A. ' 


the 


00 -!»ed down 

to a 


point as 


mouth ot 


P*' Elk water some «»iovethe Elk* 

in a • I_a_ 4 - 4~ 1 


in a water fort 


waiting 


not 


the flanking 1 


- --- 0 --v_w ' I t V bjw »r 

army that never ear >, but the feder i 
als had a rifled gut that shot a ten 1 


8on pound ball that : : ran out about I 


the three quarters of s alle, and tired a 


ld, y few rounds at tne ^federates who j 


withdrew 


a 


distance. That 


confederate 


1 


*y about 


the 


w 

still there 


that on 


®°! mouth*of Elkwate: ‘JJkiU day on 

- ib. lia, . n d 1 gg 

er confederate 

Cliasea ;4*fci 

that f ' n 
fed‘ ri 0 




4p ; the 14th that 



force 



camp 


And 


a l. 


AO 





there 


top 






S r*n 'nd tired a 
* all 0 : !ates who 


the 


pound t>a!l that, t,h* t ',ut » b °ut 1 
t.lirea quarters 0f > r» n ftf id tired a . 

few round , at u., a 1 ' 0 .’rates who 1 

withdrew a she V ‘ f0 lnCe. Thal 
confederate a rrri 11 hs ta ' 1)0 at the 

moutlr of ElkwnJ* „»ll day on i 

(he l.tth, and onikTffh they were 

tin tl.ere. Reyn*X,l(i t * 1 * 1 °“ 

the 11th that aridi ’,I r confederate 

force was chased byl the Summit 
camp. And t>hat on the 1 there! 


day on 


still there. 


the 


force was 


’ • wnaij t)f) tllO - I 

was another CO»iM tra r e army on top 

a n n I /in f l in i wII fa L.L M ¥ \%J uu (Iriven 1 


hack. 


the pike that 


Anyway In thinitcrnoon 

i A 


the 


14th the 


* 


to 


their camp on Valid Mountain and 




Mlilil i' ... * onlwrs 


»tj i'i« I 1 w - 

|p tdvatic* lUt." 11 «• 

i*" mtamtxr 


were hi for<m^ —— 

•ban l.ea . i*"'" 111 "O* 1 * » , » l s » ut 
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